News of the Month...

INDUSTRY

Spencer Adds Aqua Ammonia,
Nitric Acid Units at Henderson

Facilities for producing aqua am-
monia are being completed at Spencer
Chemical's Henderson, Ky., plant.
The company is also planning to build
a unit for concentrated nitric acid at
the same location. The new units will
permit greater diversification at Hen-
derson, but no increase in ammonia
capacity is planned, the company
said.

The nitric acid unit, construction of
which is scheduled to begin in Octo-
ber, will produce up to a 68% nitric
acid as compared with 55% acid now
being made there.

Pitt Coke, Bayer Consolidate
Pesticide Activity in Chemagro

Farbenfabriken Bayer, AG, and
Pittsburgh Coke & Chemical have an-
nounced they will consolidate their re-
spective agricultural chemical opera-
tions in the U. S. and Canada in
Chemagro Corp.

Chemagro was established in 1950
to introduce Bayer’s new pesticide
products in the U. S. farm market.
Pittsburgh Coke acted as the principal
manufacturing source and also mar-
keted several of its products. Inte-
gration of the two companies’ pesti-
cides activities enables Chemagro to
operate as an autonomous organiza-
tion with complete control of its own
manufacturing, research, and market-
ing facilities. According to the an-
nouncement, sites for the company’s
first manufacturing plant are now un-
der study.

George W. Hill, Jr., will continue
as Chemagro president. Herbert F.
Tomasek will serve as vice president,
and W. Scott James will be assistant
to the president. Robert C. Scott is
director of manufacturing; Rosmarie
von Rumker, director of research; and
Hugh H. Swink, director of sales.
Pittsburgh Coke’s sales and research
staffs in agricultural chemical sales
will be integrated with Chemagro’s.

Calspray’s Nitric Acid
Plant Going on Stream

Calspray expects to be shipping
nitric acid by the middle of this
month from its half-completed ferti-
lizer facility at Richmond, Calif.

Other portions of the new plant will
go on stream as they are completed.
The nitric acid is manufactured
from anhydrous ammonia supplied by
Standard Oil’s near-by plant. Using
the PEC Carbonitric process, Cal-
spray’s plant will avoid use of sulfuric,
using nitric and phosphoric acids in-
stead to process phosphate rock.
When all phases of the construction
are complete, Calspray will be able
to produce 1000 tons of fertilizer.
Complex mixes will be pelletized.

Arthur D. Little Buys
Miner Laboratories

Arthur D. Little, Inc., has an-
nounced its purchase of the Miner
Laboratories, Chicago chemical con-
sultants. The merger took effect
April 1.

John R. Kirkpatrick, who estab-
lished ADL’s Midwest office in 1952,
will manage the new ADL Midwest
Division~Miner Laboratories. C. S.
Miner, Jr., will continue to direct its
technical operations. The Miner Labs
were organized about 50 years ago
by Carl S. Miner.

Stauffer Builds Sulfuric Plant

Stauffer Chemical announces it will
build a $2 million sulfuric acid plant
at Dominquez, Calif. Full scale pro-
duction is expected early next year.
Stauffer has another sulfuric plant at
the same location, in addition to plants
at Richmond and Vernon, Calif.

Monsanto Closing
Norfolk Cocoa Plant

Monsanto Chemical has announced
that its Norfolk, Va., plant will be
closed down and placed on a stand-by
basis this coming summer when exist-
ing raw materials inventories at the
location have been exhausted. Clos-
ing of the plant will take the company
out of production of crude theobro-
mine, cocoa butter, and cocoa tank-
age.

Cocoa expeller cake, a residue of
cocoa butter manufacture, is the pri-
mary raw material for the plant.
From it, a further extraction of cocoa
butter is made and crude theobromine
also is obtained, the latter being used
as starting material for refined theo-
bromine and caffeine.

Reduced tariffs on theobromine and
caffeine now permit importation of
these products from low-wage scale
countries abroad at prices which are
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uneconomic to U, S, producers, the
company said. In addition, the
chocolate industry recently has ob-
tained increased amounts of cocoa
butter from the expanded manufacture
of cocoa powder, in great demand
presently for such products as choco-
late cake mixes and instant chocolate
drinks. The result, according to Mon-
santo, has been a reduced availability
of expeller cake and an over-supply
of cocoa butter, making further extrac-
tion from expeller cake uneconomic in
view of the import-deflated prices of
theobromine and caffeine.

Calspray Changes Organization
of European Subsidiary

California Spray-Chemical Corp.,
recently announced a change in the
corporate structure of its French sub-
sidiary.  California Spray-Chemical
Cie. Francaise SARL Co., France, as
the subsidiary is known, will be con-
verted into a Societe Anonyme with a
capitalization of 265 million francs.

N. B. Van Buren, formerly presi-
dent of Calspray’s French subsidiary,
has been named president and direc-
tor general of the new California
Spray-Chemical Cie. Francaise S. A.
At the same time, Van Buren was
promoted to general manager, eastern
hemisphere operations, for the French
parent company.

T. P. Strand, who formerly served
as Calspray’s district manager of the
intermountain area, has been ap-
pointed assistant general manager of
the new French corporation and
named executive assistant to the presi-
dent of Calfrance.

Calfrance is building a $1.5 million
plant in southern France to manufac-
ture captan fungicide. Capital for con-
struction of the plant is being supplied
by American Calspray through ar-
rangement with the French govern-
ment.

New Granular Plant in Ohio

Tyler Grain & Fertilizer Co. an-
nounces the building of a new ferti-
lizer plant at Weilersville, Ohio. The
plant will include a storage building,
batching hoppers, and Weatherly-
controlled granulation plant. High
analyses granular fertilizers with a
particle size range between 6 and 16
mesh will be manufactured at a rate
of 20 tons per hour.

Completion is expected in July.
Engineers for the plant are D. M.
Weatherly Co.
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BUSINESS AND FINANCE

Diamond’s Sales Up 229%,
in First Quarter

First-quarter sales and earnings of
Diamond Alkali were the highest for
any similar period in this chemical
producer’s 43-year  history, it is
reported,

Net sales for the quarter totaled
829,856,487, representing an increase
of $5,383,443, or 22% over the total
of $24,471,044 for a corresponding
period in 1955. Net income after
provision for taxes amounted to
82,833,471, equivalent, after preferred
dividends, to $1.12 per share. This
represents a 66% increase in net earn-
ings when compared with 1955 first-
quarter net earnings of $1,711,107,
or 67 cents per share on the same
number of shares.

Olin Mathieson’s Sales
Reach Record High in 1955

Net sales of Olin Mathieson rose to
a record high of $560,480,000 in 1955
compared to $3502,478,000 in 1954,
an 11.5% increase, Net profits in
1955 totaled $44,338,000 compared
to $38,073,000 in 1954. Profits in-
creased 17% and earned $3.51 per
share of common compared to $3.11
i 1954 on a smaller average number
of shares outstanding in that year.

Rohm & Haas Reports
Increase in Sales of 21%

Sales of Rohm & Haas in 1933
amounted to $161.6 million, a 21.9%
increase over the company’s previous
high vyear, 1954, when sales were
$132.6 million. This was principally
due to increased volume, since the
company’s weighted average of the
selling price of its products was 3.9%
lower than in 1934. The company’s
earnings were also higher—from $12.4
million in 1934 to $17.7 million in
1955.

Chemicals Account for
Improved W. R. Grace Earnings

W. R. Grace & Co. reports a 20%
increase in consolidated net earnings
in 1935 and a 3% increase in sales.
Net earnings amounted to about
$18.8 million compared with $14.8
million in 1954, while sales climbed
from $413.4 million in 1954 to $427
million in 1955. According to the an-
nual report, higher sales in the chemi-
cal divisions accounted for most of
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the increase, and the higher profits,
despite little change in sales, reflects
the growing importance of chemicals
in the company’s set up.

CSC Earnings at $56.6 Million

Commercial Solvents reports earn-
ings of $3,451,813 or $1.31 per com-
mon share for 1955. Earnings in 1954
were 32,668,342 or $1.01 a share.
Sales totaled $56,623,754 in 1933,
compared with $51,608,349 in 1934.
Earnings include 12 cents per share
extraordinary earnings.

Monsanto’s Sales Up 6%

Consolidated sales of Monsanto
Chemical for the first quarter of 1936
amounted to $140,611,232, an increase
of 6% over the adjusted sales of $132,-
707,995 for the first quarter of 1953.

Income for the first three months
of 1956 was $11,255,291, equivalent
to 54 cents a common share. Adjusted
earnings for the corresponding period
in 1935, including Lion Oil figures,
were $14,256,071 which, after pro-
vision for preference dividends and
adjustment for the recent stock split,
were equal to 67 cents a common
share,

RESEARCH

Antibiotic Mixture Controls
Bean Rust in Greenhouse Test

USDA has announced that an ex-
perimental antibiotic mixture has effec-
tively controlled bean rust in prelimi-
nary greenhouse tests. The mixture,
referred to as F-17, is a crude culture
filtrate containing three and possibly
four antibiotics, produced by Strepto-
myces cinnamoneus grown in a me-
dium of tap water, soybean, meal, and
glucose.

According to the USDA announce-
ment, which stresses that the material
is still a long way from practical
grower use, F-17 even at 1/,4th
of the original concentration showed
eradicative and preventive powers.

CALENDAR

American Association of Cereal
Chemists, Hotel Commodore,
New York, N. Y. May 20-24.

National Plant Food Institute.
The Greenbrier, White Sul-
phur Springs, W. Va. June
10-13.

Institute of Food Technologists.
St. Louis, Mo. June 10-14.

AGRICULTURAL AND FOOD CHEMISTRY

ASSOCIATIONS

Fulbright to Be Main
Speaker at NPFl Meet

Senator J. W. Fulbright (D-Ark.)
is te be the principal speaker at the
annual convention of the National
Plant Food Institute at White Sul-
phur Springs, W. Va., June 10 to 13.
Senator Fulbright is chairman of the
Senate Committee on Banking and
Currency.,

Another feature of the meeting will
be a panel on salesmanship. Speakers
will be J. M. Bohlen and George M.
Beal of Towa State College who will
make a visual presentation of the re-
sults of an extensive survey on “Who
Influences the Farmer,” and Glenn R.
Fouche, president of the Stayform
Co., Chicago, who will speak on
dramatizing selling.

International Symposium on
Chemicals in Foods

The International Bureau of Ana-
lytical Chemistry has announced it will
hold the second of its proposed series
of five symposia on chemicals in foods
this summer. The symposium is to
take place in Amsterdam July 9 to 11.
The specific area with which this
symposium is to be concerned is the
influence of industrial practices on the
biological integrity of food. General
chairman of the symposium is Gabriel
Bertrand, member of the Institute de
France and the academies of medicine
and agriculture.

Further information regarding the
symposium can be obtained from H. F.
Du Pont, secretaryv-general, Inter-
national Bureau of Analvtical Chem-
istry, 18, Avenue de Villars, Paris 7.

Pacific Members ESA to
Meet Next Month in Berkeley

The Pacific Branch of the Entomo-
logical Society of America has
announced its 1956 meeting will be
held at the Hotel Claremont, Berkeley,
Calif., June 26 through 28. Several
symposia and special events are
scheduled, including a symposium on
the Miller Pesticides Amendment.

Biochemical Processing of
Wastes Topic of MIT Course

A two-week special program will be
offered by MIT this summer to review
recent advances in biochemical proc-
essing of industrial wastes. Dates of
the program are Aug. 20 to 31.












